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President’s Report 
Mike Randell 

A new month begins with a new president and  
committee, we will see exciting times ahead. 
 
My personal thanks  goes to Greg, for the time and 
tireless effort he has put in to the club to keep it 
going forward. 
 
To the outgoing committee thank you for the time 
and effort you guys have put in. 
 
To the new committee,  
Rene Redmond (Vice President),  
Bruce Withell (Secretary),  
Tama Randell (Treasurer),  
Geoff Hall (Club Captain),  
Len Ruby,  
Philip Pearpoint,  
Hamish Loveridge,  
Peter Vining (Sausage Man) and  
Barry Parker. 
 
Hold on tight guys we have a lot of work ahead 
 
What’s happening this month,  
 

OPEN DAY 24/03/2019. 
 
This event has been in the past a success, this is 
due to the members and their wives pitching in a 

helping out, we need that assistance again, to the 
members who have already indicated their help, 
great thank you.  We need your help, collecting at 
the gate, parking people, generally helping with the 
many tasks as well as making visitors, flyers or pub-
lic feel welcome. 
 
We will be setting up on Saturday the 23rd if we 
could get helpers that would be great, we need the 
OPEN DAY to be a success  -  it show the public 
what a professional unit we are and it will encour-
age much needed new members. 
 
Rene’s car boot sale and get together went well, I 
sold a few items then kept my hands in my pockets 
so brought very little. 
Lastly your ideas, are also what makes a great club, 
I along with the committee am always ready to lis-
ten 
  
Vintage this Sunday 
 
Lets hope we get as many planes as there was glid-
ers on Sunday, brilliant turnout, of powered and 
glider fliers 
  
Mike Randell 
PN Aeroneers 

 

Saturday 23 March 
from 9am 

To get the clubhouse, 
strip, grounds etc ready 

for the open day. 

 

 
water bottle,  
sun screen, 
sun hat, 
sun glasses, 
cover up, 

Skin Cancer is Real 

Don’t 
forget: 
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Club Captain’s Report 
Geoff Hall 

Well the AGM has come and gone and you now 
have a new club captain. Hopefully I can fill this roll 
to everybody’s expectations. 
 
First off we have our open day on Sunday March 
24th and the only thing worse than bad weather is 
a shortage of planes and pilots. As we want the 
public to leave with positive comments on what 
they saw, let’s all get involved on the day. Also 
helpers on the day are required for a variety of jobs 
so if you can help in any way please let a         
committee member know. 
 
I went to Rene’s sale day on Saturday 2 March to 
see the Viper jet turbine engine running. This was 
a very interesting and informative demonstration 
and well worth the visit. 
 
 

Now for the grumpy stuff.   
 
I noticed on Sunday that the flight line protocol has 
slipped with some pilots not calling take-off or land-
ing. Also if you have to go onto the runway to re-
trieve a plane tell the other pilots your intentions. 
The pilot’s box is as its name implies where all ac-
tive pilots stand, this is during take-off though to 
landing  unless you are test flying a new plane or 
doing some other activity  such as glider towing, 
training etc., please try to use it as such.  
 
See you at the field  
 
Geoff 

Past Club Captain’s Report‘s 
Peter Vining 

I write this report after the Club’s AGM.  This    
meeting was well attended and it was good to see 
a number of new people put their names forward 
for the Committee. 
 
The new Club Captain is Geoff Hall.  He has been a 
modeller for many years and his knowledge of the 
sport should be a help to every member. 
 
Many thanks to Greg for his contribution as Club 
President.  He has seen the Club upgrade its     
website and financial programme.  He, like myself, 
can now enjoy our time flying. 
 
The Club has had three new bungees donated by 
Flemming Ravn and these were trialled on Sunday.  
Many thanks to Flemming for these. 
 
We have some adjustments to make to the gliding 
flying area and once this is complete the new 
bungees will be showing their full potential.  The 
glider group is growing and the competition is very 
strong. 
 

I hope that our Open Day gets good weather and 
that a good turn-out of Club members can attend 
either as flyers or flyer-helpers. 
 
I thank the Club for their support and hope that the 
year to come has some good weather in it. 
 
 
Peter Vining 
Club Captain,  
February 2019 

Please let a   
committee    

member know if 
you can go on 
the roster to 

mow the strip. 

 

Volunteers 
Wanted 
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Committee Member Musings 
Philip Pearpoint 

At the Committee meeting held shortly before the 
AGM  I again brought up my concerns regarding 
our membership fall and the main reason, I believe 
this has occurred. In speaking to a number of    
former members, lack of flying opportunity was the 
main reason for not re-joining the club. 
 
So I moved two motions at the meeting. 
The first concerned the 2 meter Glider launching 
position. Gliding is the most popular competition 
the Club runs, with over one third of the          
membership involved. 
Since moving the launching site to on the strip it 
has become a rushed panic to finish by 10.30 to 
allow others to fly, and offers no opportunity for 
Sport Flying of gliders. 
The Motion was this. 
"That the Committee revisit the Glider bungee     
position with a view to moving it back to the     
original position by the track, and include any    
additional safety measures as may be seen to be 
desirable" 
This motion was passed and last weekends Glider 
Comp was run back in the original position as a 
test. 
It worked well and was certainly more relaxed as it 
should be. With some possible adjustments as we 
try out the new bungees it should work well. 
 
My second motion concerned the lack of flying days 
that the club has per year. 
Our resource consent allows for 15 Saturdays per 
year for flying, I brought this up at last years AGM 
and at committee meetings since with no apparent 
action. 
 

The motion was this: 
"That the 15 Saturdays annually allocated for flying 
be the months of Jan, February, March and April 
and that the membership be advised of this       
immediately" 
My motion was met with silence and no             
seconder  and so was lost. 
Discussion after the loss of this motion revealed 
that our land owner host had little knowledge of 
what the resource consent contained,and that even 
though the consent allowed, our agreement for  
flying times etc was between us and the land own-
er, who it appears does not want any extension of 
our present flying hours. 
As was pointed out, we do have a very good      
relationship with Jill and do not want to compro-
mise that, John and Jill have been very supportive 
of our Club, and we will have to work through this 
issue. 
Peter is to see the farm manager to see if we can 
at least fly on Saturdays for perhaps the next 
month to take advantage of the HOPEFULLY good 
weather. 
 
Our open day was discussed and organised with 
much importance placed on ALL members helping 
on the day, as this is our major fundraiser for the 
year, most important while our membership is low. 
 
If any member has any questions or would like 
something raised at any committee meeting, don’t 
hesitate to get in touch with me or any committee 
member. 
 
Happy Flying 
Phil Pearpoint 

Found on  
Facebook! 

Sometimes things 
don't always go 

according to plan! 
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Buying from the 
USA 

Many businesses in the USA will not shop to New 
Zealand and this is, according to businesses over 
there we have spoken to, is because of NZ         
regulations. If the parcel has gst to be paid, and 
the recipient will not pay or does not pay on time, 
then the package is returned to sender at senders 
expense.   
However there is a way around this – and it is 
easy. NZ Post You Shop.  Once registered you    
receive a YouShop ID number and this becomes 
your YouShop address. In the address details you 
add your YouShop ID, your name and the US      
address given to you on registration.  
Shopping with your YouShop address: 
Value, weight and size restrictions are in place but 
these are very generous.  The value for the US is 
$2000 however if your parcel exceeds $100 in    
value then you do need to visit the customs      
website for more information. 
The weight is 30 kg and the size is 3m length and 
girth. 
Obviously, dangerous or prohibited items are not 
allowed. 
Cost: 
The international postage for your YouShop parcel 
will be based on the chargeable weight of the     
parcel. The chargeable weight of your parcel will be 
based on the greater of its actual weight or        
volumetric weight (charged in 500g increments).  
USA Economy 
Target delivery time (after payment received): 
9-14 days 
Price: NZD$9.00 plus NZD$3.50 per 500g 
USA Standard 
Target delivery time (after payment received): 
6-10 days 
Price: NZD$12.50 per parcel plus NZD$4.75 per 
500g 
UK 
Target delivery time (after payment received): 
7-11 days 
Price: NZD$12.50 per parcel plus NZD$4.75 per 
500g 
Maximum parcel value: NZD$1,400 
Pay for and send your YouShop parcel 
You will be notified when your parcel has arrived at 
the warehouse and has been processed into the 
warehouse and is ready for payment. This         

notification can take up to 3 working days due to 
the time zone differences and volumes. 
Processing includes: weighing and measuring your 
item, determining the contents and checking it is 
not damaged. 
Delivery address 
You will be asked to supply a New Zealand delivery 
address.   Parcels can be delivered to New Zealand 
addresses, including rural addresses and PO Boxes.  
Parcel value and description 
Parcels are required to have a merchant’s invoice 
to verify the parcel’s value. If this is not included 
they will contact you. 
Repacking 
There is an automatic repacking service for         
inefficiently packed parcels that arrive at our ware-
house. They will only repack your parcel if the 
money you will save on the international postage 
exceeds the repacking fee.  
21 day limit 
There is a 21 days holding period from the date of 
our first email telling you your parcel has arrived. If 
the international postage is not paid by that time, 
they can dispose of your parcel. However, you do 
get 2 emails reminding you. 
Payment and dispatch from the warehouse 
Once you have paid the postage for your parcel, 
the warehouse team will process your parcel for 
dispatch. 
Your parcel will be shipped at the end of the next 
processing day. 
The warehouse dispatches parcels at the end of the 
day on 
Tuesday - Saturday (New Zealand time) for YouSh-
op USA standard parcels 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
for YouShop USA economy parcels 
Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday 
for YouShop Europe parcels 
 
For more  information and  
registration contact NZPost.  
 
 
 
https://www.nzpost.co.nz/tools/youshop 

https://www.nzpost.co.nz/tools/youshop
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Kevin’s Bombshell! 

The "Buzzard Bombshell" 
was born in the 1930's, a 
two time USA national win-
ner by 1940 and was a     
legend in its own time. It is 
one of the most famous  air-
craft in modelling history 
and was once the most 
dreaded contender in     
freeflight circles. 
 
The model I have built has a 
72" wingspan, weighs 5lbs
(2.6 kgs) is powered by a 
Saito 52 four stroke engine 
and is covered with orocote.  
 
It wasn't an easy build with the bottom of the wing 
ribs concaved.. 
 

 
 
 
 
The plans and a 
wood kit are    
available from 
Hanger One in 
Tauranga. 
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Kevin’s Bombshell! 

Thanks Kevin for sending through these photos. 

Sunday 24 March 2019, 10 am-4 pm  Rain off day 31 March 

End of Spur Road West, Colyton 

Palmerston North Aeroneers Open Day 

Entry fee $5, Registration from 8.30 am, Pilot briefing 
at 9 am 
Pilots must be an affiliated member and have a wings 
badge.  
BBQ and refreshments on site 

Further information—see our website: www.aeroneers.com 

http://www.aeroneers.com
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Vintage Report 
Philip Pearpoint 

Vintage Results Comp No. 1  Feb 2019 
The first Vintage Competition of 2019 was flown in 
lovely weather with 9 competitors. A light westerly 
breeze caught many out on landing with only Tama 
achieving all 3 landing points. 
 
With 60 points for gaining all landing points, on top 
of 3 good flight times Tama took out the days   
competition. 

With 2 regulars away, it looks like we will have 
around 10 competitors for this years                 
competition...no pressure Bruce Mckay!!! 
 
See you all on March 10th for the next round. 
 
Philip. 

Next Vintage Competition Day 

10 March 

Name Plane    Points position 

Tama Randell Red Zephyr 3.05+20 3.02+20 3.01+20 592 1st 

Greg Findon Power House 3.02+20 2.47+0 3.09+20 556 2nd 

Bruce McKay Red Zephyr 2.56+20 2.38+0 2.57+20 551 3rd 

Peter Vining   2.33+20 3.07+20 3.00+20 546 4th 

Flemming Ravn Kloud King 3.07+20 3.02+0 3.13+0 538 5th 

Bruce Woodfield Power House 2.48+0 2.54+20 2.56 538 6th 

Mike Randell Red Zephyr 3.08+0 3.01+0 3.00+0 531 7th 

Kevin Burrows Buzzard Bombshell 2.44+0 2.29+20 3.26+0 487 8th 

Phil Pearpoint Junior 60 2.23+0 1.43+20 2.32+20 448 9th 
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Buddy Box 

 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to  
Peter and Robyn  

on celebrating their 
Golden Wedding  

Anniversary. 

Kevin with his  

new bombshell  

 
 
 
 
 
 

North Island  
Vintage and Classical  
RC Championships  
Levin 23 - 25 March 

Hoping the 

forecast is  

looking  

brighter 

Under the 

weather 

  

Feilding Model Flying Circle 

Manfeild Racecourse 
Great things in 
business are 
never done by 
one person. 
They’re done 
by a team of 

people. 
Steve Jobs 
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Subscriptions 
The club proposed budget, as presented at the AGM, shows: 
 
The income comes from: 
 $72 club subscriptions,  
 income from fuel sales,  
 sausages and drinks,  
 open day profit,  
 donations and  
 auction  
This is why it is important to support your club with these small ways to make a few dollars.  If club mem-
bership drop there is a larger liability on members and the expenditure is not flexible on club membership. 
 

The expenditure is: 
 mower fuel and maintenance — everyone agrees that we need a nicely mown strip to fly from. 
 model fuel to on sell — the convenience of being able to buy the smaller amounts required. 
 field lease -  
 insurance - money put aside to self insure, clubhouse and mower. 
 website hosting - the chief means of communication, access to club forms, newsletters etc. 
 AED maintenance — no good to anyone if it is not maintained.  “If only I had paid my sub.”  
 hire of Senior Citizens Hall for club nights, AGM, auction etc.  - Four nights a year we need a warm, 

dry place to meet. 
 open day costs - should the event be rained off this covers the  pre-event expenditure. 
 strip maintenance  - weed and moss killer, tree trimming etc. 
 advertising — brochures, signs etc for promotion. 
 new equipment as required, expendable assets bungee, nylon etc. 
 incidentals — engraving, welfare (cards and flowers), post and photocopying etc. 
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President Annual Report for 2018 
Presented by Greg Findon 

 
Palmerston North Aeroneers Model Aero Club Inc 

President Annual Report for 2018 
 
2018 was a year of challenges, operationally as well as contending with weather extremes.  The wind and 
rain resulting in fewer days of flying, both mid-week and Sundays. 
 
Club members were sadden to hear of the passing of two members, Brian Dickons and John Martin.  Bri-
an was a keen vintage plane flyer and was the Contest Director.  John was our landlord and took an ac-
tive interest in the Clubs activities.  They were also very happy to sit down and have a long chat, both will 
be missed.  
 
The main events for the Club were generally successful, these being: 

Open Day – a net profit of $578.00 
Club nights 
The mid-year function 
The Auction night 
The Christmas and Awards Dinner Evening 

 
Unfortunately the indoor nights were not well attended and this event ran at a loss.  The Club asked the 
Ashhurst, Feilding and Levin Clubs if they would continue to support Indoor Flying for 2019, unfortunately 
it was no from all Clubs.  Without the support of the other Clubs it was agreed not to enter into any con-
tract with Venuespn for 2019.  

 
Monthly Club Nights 
I believe the two monthly frequency of the Club nights has worked well, especially the winter months.  
Some very good Club evenings both in and away were held.  New ideas for Club nights or outings are al-
ways welcome by the Committee. 
 
Club Competitions 
2m Bungee Launch Gliders, Radians and the Vintage Competitions are very well supported by members.  
Thanks to the Contest Directors, Pilots and other Club members for your support, co-operation and good-
will on competition days. 
 
Servo Chatter 
A thanks to all who have also contributed to the servo chatter, your handy hints and experience when 
building makes interesting reading, so to all members, please continue to send Linda your hints, photos or 
build stories. 
 
Communication 
The Club has a Website which holds the Club’s policies and events calendar, this is our main means of 
communicating to all Club members.  Our Editor now has direct access to update the Website information 
as it comes to hand.  All of the committee have copies of full membership lists which have your email and 
phone numbers.  The Committee made an endeavour to communicate by email, phone and texting so 
that you were kept update on Club matters.  Not all methods of communication were successful, your 
feedback on what is best for you would be appreciated.  It is important that if you change address or 
phone numbers to let the Committee know so our lists can be updated. 
 
Lawn Mowing  
Thanks to Peter for keeping our field in great condition, it was a very trying year keeping moss at bay due 
to the amount of rain and cold weather.  We need more members to help with the mowing, so if you are 
able to assist, please talk to Peter.   
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Looking ahead this year. 
The Club has an Open Day planned for 24 March, to make this successful we need volunteers to help with 
setting up the field on the day before, gate entry and parking, registration, scrutineering, the BBQ, public 
address system, flyers and cleaning up on completion.  This is a Club event and to make it successful the 
Committee will need the support of all members. 
 
Thanks. 
As with most Clubs, there are a number of non-committee members who do a lot for the Club and too 
often are not recognised or thanked. 
The following members deserve a special mention: 

Peter Vining for his efforts in preparing the flying strip and culinary skills,   
Len Ruby for repairing the electric fence and modifying the generator to electric start, 
Kevin Burrows for maintenance on the water blaster and generator, 
Graham Loveridge for reviewing the Clubs financial accounts, 
Flemming Ravn for donating three new bungee rubbers, 
Bruce Withell, temporary storage of Club equipment, 
Bruce Woodfield for photocopying of annual reports, making of advertising signs, use of truck for 
putting out signs, 
Linda Lambess for her role as Editor of the Servo Chatter. 
 

To Bruce Woodfield, the Club’s Vice President, you have been my right hand man, listening board and 
back stop, your support as always has been greatly appreciated.  
 
To the Committee, thank you for your support, time and input.  For members re-standing you will help by 
bringing stability and ensure the Club continues to move forward. 
 
I have enjoyed my time over the years as President, it has had some challenges, but overall it has been 
rewarding.  I have had the last 10 years on the Committee and it is now time for me to step aside for 
someone else to lead the Club. 
 
I thank you all for the support and help you have given the Club. 
 
I wish the new Committee all the success and I offer my full support.  
 
Greg Findon,  
President, PN Aeroneers 

President Annual Report for 2018 
Presented by Greg Findon 

Thank you to our  
retiring committee men 

—for your time and  
effort you have put 

into the club.  
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Estate Sale and Car Boot Sale held at 
Rene’s 

Thank you to Rene for hosting this event and raising money 

for the Starship Hospital, a hospital dear to his heart as to all 

of us in some way or other. 

The May edition of Servo Chatter will have information about 

the Rolls Royce Viper Jet Engine which Rene kindly fired up 

twice over the lunch time. 

The noise was incredible but amazing, the smell of the kero 

brings back all sorts of aviation memories and there was abso-

lutely no excuse for feeling a little chilly! 

Here are some photos of the day. 
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Events of interest 

 

Check our website for update information:  

Click here:  www.aeroneers.com 

PNA April PNA March 
7 April - 2 metre gliders 

14 April - Tomboy and vintage 

19 April - Good Friday 

21 April - Radian, cub and scale 

22 April - Easter Monday 

25 April - Anzac Day 

28 April - Assassin and combat 

30 April - Deadline Servo Chatter  

1 May - May Servo Chatter will be online 

3 March - 2 metre gliders 

10 March - Tomboy and vintage 

17 March - Radian, cub and scale 

23 March - set up for Open Day 

24 March - Club Open Day—please support 

   your club 

28 March - Deadline Servo Chatter  

1 April - April Servo Chatter will be online 

http://www.aeroneers.com
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Palmerston North Aeroneers 
Important information 

 

President: 
Mike Randell 
president@aeroneers.com 
 

Vice President: 
Rene Redmond 
Phone 021 2452729  
vicepresident@aeroneers.com 
 

Treasurer: 
Tama Randell 
Phone 027 2920363 
treasurer@aeroneers.com 
 

Secretary  
Bruce Withell 
Phone 358 3202 
secretary@aeroneers.com 
 

Club Captain: 
Geoff Hall 
Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com 
 

Webmaster: 
Tama Randell 
Phone 027 2920363 
 

Servo Chatter Editor 
and Website Updates 
Linda Lambess - Phone 06 2102910, 021 2106139 
editor@aeroneers.com 
 

Committee: 
Phil Pearpoint  - Phone 06 323 9093 
Hamish Loveridge –Phone 027 460 3848 
Len Ruby  
Peter Vining - Phone 027 443 2378 
Barry Parker  
 

Club address—club no longer has a P.O. Box number 
 

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com                                                             
Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com 

 
Club Flying Site: 

End of Spur Road West, Colyton. 

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not           
necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every 
care is taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be       
responsible for the content of advertisements or any material 
contained  therein. The editor reserves the right of publication. 

Senior Membership $88 NZMAA affiliation + $72 
club membership = $160  

Family Membership $93 NZMAA affiliation + $72 
club membership = $165 

Junior (under 18) $25 NZMAA affiliation + $20 club 
membership = $45 

Associate $40 

Associate Flying $72 

MFW Associate $25 + $25 club sub +$50 

 
Subs are per annum.  
 

Please pay any committee member or online to 
Westpac Account 03 1522 0020708 00  Palmerston 
North Aeroneers.   Don’t forget to include your 
name in the details box.  
 

Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise   
Greg of your payment. 

 

You need to be a paid member to fly at the  
club airfield. 

 

The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the 
NZMAA prior to March 31 to ensure all club      
members are covered by the MFNZ public liability 
insurance. 

 

PNA Hat - $15 
Your typical fisherman 
“Gilligan” style. 
 

PNA Shirt - $30  

They are 100% Dri-zone  
polyester, anti-snag and  
moisture wicking. 
UPF rating 50+. 

See a committee member. 

Keep the 

sun off! 

Annual Club Subscriptions The Committee 

http://www.aeroneers.com
mailto:aeroneers@aeroneers.com
mailto:treasurer@aeroneers.com

